ADOPTED - APRIL 12, 2016

AGENDA ITEM NO. 8

Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION HONORING BOB ALEXANDER

RESOLUTION # 16 – 122
WHEREAS, Bob Alexander has circulated thousands of petitions for causes beginning in the early 1950’s as he watched his father organize his neighborhood’s fight against Dutch Elm disease; and

WHEREAS, he earned a history degree from the University of Michigan in 1966, and joined the Peace Corps where he spent two years in India working in intensive chicken breeding; and 

WHEREAS, Bob joined the National Teacher Corps and taught middle school in newly desegregated Hopkinsville, Kentucky; he also taught at Webster Elementary in Detroit, where 40 percent of the children spoke Spanish, and there were no Spanish-speaking teachers; and

WHEREAS, upon moving back to Ann Arbor, he became involved with farm workers’ groups, the Human Rights Party, and many other causes; and

WHEREAS, Bob has led campaigns for dozens of fellow Democrats running for Ingham County Commissioner, East Lansing School Board, State Representative and other offices; he headed the Draft Al Gore for President campaign in 2007 and was State Campaign Director for Dennis Kucinich in 1994; he is currently working on the Bernie Sanders’ Michigan campaign; and 

WHEREAS, his first bid for public office was running for State Representative in 1972 as a third party candidate; he stepped aside in the race for Senate in support of his friend and colleague Lana Pollack, who later authored the “polluter pay” law; and

WHEREAS, Bob once again stepped aside in the East Lansing City Council race in support of Sam Singh, Mark Meadows, and Douglas Jester, all of whom were elected and went on to serve as East Lansing Mayor; he also ran for U.S. Congress twice; and

WHEREAS, Bob retired in 2002 after 30 years of service with the State of Michigan in the Department of Social Services and other departments.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby honors Bob Alexander, a leader in the community, for his tireless commitment to community organizing, activism, and local, state, and federal legislation.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board appreciates the contributions he has made to the citizens of Ingham County, and he is a true inspiration to us all.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Nolan, Bahar-Cook, Tsernoglou, Hope, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Celentino, Koenig     Approved  4/05/2016

